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More than a tribute to their mechanical acumen and collective genius,
the Wright brothers' triumph at Kitty Hawk stands as a shining exam-
ple of the power of intellect and determination over seemingly insur-
mountable odds. It is an example we do well to remember. Today
many frontiers still stand before us. Every problem and question we
face, both as individuals and as a Nation, represents new challenges
and opportunities. Like Orville and Wilbur Wright and like all those
Americans who have used their freedom, resources, and skill to reach
high goals, we, too, can rise on the wings of industry and learning.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 (77
Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated the 17th day of December of
each year as “Wright Brothers Day” and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation commemorating this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1991, as Wright Brothers
Day. I invite all Americans to observe that day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6392 of December 13, 1991
Bicentennial of the District of Columbia Month, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Although it encompasses just 10 square miles, the District of Columbia
contains a vast wealth of history and culture—a legacy that befits our
Nation's Capital. This year, we celebrate the 200th anniversary of our
remarkable Federal city.

Conceived by the Framers of our Constitution, who provided for the es-
tablishment of a special district to serve “as the Seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States,” our Nation's Capital began to take shape in
1791. In January of that year, a site was selected for the city under the
direction of President George Washington. The following month
Andrew Ellicot and Benjamin Banneker, a successful black farmer who
was self-taught in engineering, mathematics, and other fields, began to
survey the terrain.

Plans for the actual layout of the city reflected the exuberance, pride,
and optimism of our young Republic. When he submitted his design to
the Congress in December 1791, Major Pierre L'Enfant included numer-
ous provisions for parks, fountains, and wide, sweeping avenues—all
reﬂectinglfa vision as grand and as ambitious as the American experi-
ment itself.

Over the years, a number of our Nation's leaders took great personal
interest in the development of the Federal city. Thomas Jefferson of-
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fered advice and sketches for its design, and it was his idea to build a
large mall extending from the foot of the hill on which our magnificent
United States Capitol now stands. Today the Mall in Washington is
surrounded by monuments and museums that honor the brilliant think-
ers and brave heroes who have defined and defended the American
ideals of liberty and self-government. Many of the museums in our Na-
tion's Capital also contain vast collections of American art and folk-
lore, as well as fascinating displays of U.S. achievements in scierice,
industry, and aviation.

As the seat of government of the United States for 200 years, our Na-
tion's Capital has become a center of American culture and a world-
renowned symbol of freedom and democracy. Here is where President
John Adams and his successors continued the work that President
George Washington and the First Congress had begun in New York.
Here is where President Abraham Lincoln labored to preserve our
Union; and here is where the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., led
the historic march that energized the civil rights movement and remind-
ed America of its promise of liberty and justice for all. Much of our
Nation's history has marched through Washington, D.C., and today that
journey continues as we engage in the day-to-day process of democrat-
ic government.

While our Nation's Capital belongs to all Americans, this occasion is a
very special one for the residents of the District of Columbia. Many
families have lived in the city for generations, and this bicentennial is
also a celebration of their roots.

At the end of the Civil War, thousands of African Americans came to
Washington, making the city a virtual symbol of emancipation and
progress. Their accomplishments, reflected in the growth of institutions
such as Howard University, helped pave the way for countless others.
Today residents of the District of Columbia continue to make outstand-
ing contributions in education, business, science, and the arts. On this
occasion, all Americans join them in celebrating 200 years of history
and achievement.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 356, has designated December
1991 as “Bicentennial of the District of Columbia Month” and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this month.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim December 1991 as Bicentennial of the
District of Columbia Month. I invite all Americans to observe this
month with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH
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